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Berlin, 17th February 2026 

Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive on the agenda of the 
informal meeting of health ministers on 25–26 February in Lefkosia, 
Cyprus 

Dear Minister of Health Neophytos Charalambides, 

with this letter, we kindly request that the Urban Wastewater Treatment Directive (UWWTD) be 
placed on the agenda of the upcoming informal meeting of European Ministers of Health on 25 and 
26 February. 

At the last EPSCO Council meeting on 2 December 2025, the European health ministers 
discussed the UWWTD, as well as the study announced by the European Commission at that time 
on the costs and the impact on the pharmaceutical industry in Europe. 

In the meantime, the Commission has published its study. However, this study also continues to 
contain serious flaws: 

• In its updated cost forecast, the Commission assumes that the UWWTD will cost 

approximately EUR 167 million per year in Germany (p. 18, Table 5). However, this figure 

does not reflect reality. For example, the installation of the quaternary treatment stage in 

Stuttgart alone costs EUR 85 million. 

 

• A 2018 study by the German Association of Energy and Water Industries (BDEW) 

estimates annual costs of EUR 1.2 billion. In 2024, the Association of Municipal Utilities 

(VKU) estimated the costs at least EUR 864 million per year. These assessments focus 

solely on the costs in Germany and were not considered by the Commission. 

 

• The European Commission’s cost calculation does not align with the information available 

to the German Federal Government (Bundesdrucksache 20/13039), which is currently 

unable to provide estimates of the expected costs for retrofitting wastewater treatment 

plants due to the absence of key parameters. According to the Federal Government, a cost 

estimate “will only be possible after the completion of the risk assessment by the federal 

states and the identification of affected wastewater treatment plants, based on the final 

version of the Directive as adopted and published in the Official Journal of the EU”. 

 
 

 

 

https://www.stuttgart-stadtentwaesserung.de/vierte-reinigungsstufe-im-hauptklaerwerk-s-muehlhausen-wird-gebaut/
https://www.bdew.de/media/documents/PI_20181022_Kosten-verursachungsgerechte-Finanzierung-4-Reinigungsstufe-_Klaeranlagen.pdf
https://www.bdew.de/media/documents/PI_20181022_Kosten-verursachungsgerechte-Finanzierung-4-Reinigungsstufe-_Klaeranlagen.pdf
https://www.vku.de/themen/preise-und-gebuehren/artikel/herstellerverantwortung-was-kostet-die-pflicht-zur-vierten-reinigungsstufe/
https://www.vku.de/themen/preise-und-gebuehren/artikel/herstellerverantwortung-was-kostet-die-pflicht-zur-vierten-reinigungsstufe/
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/130/2013039.pdf
https://dserver.bundestag.de/btd/20/130/2013039.pdf
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• The Commission’s study does not address the cost estimates of the Dutch government. In 

a letter to the Dutch Parliament, the Dutch government estimated the costs for 

implementing quaternary treatment at EUR 400 million per year. By contrast, the 

Commission’s 2022 Impact Assessment assumed annual costs of EUR 64.7 million for the 

Netherlands. 

 

• To mitigate the financial impact of the UWWTD, the Commission suggests that the 

pharmaceutical industry could at least partially pass on the costs to customers: “The costs 

of quaternary treatment could be covered by the responsible producers by passing the 

costs entirely on to the consumers, by reducing the profit margins, or through a 

combination of these options.” (p. 23). However, the Commission fails to consider that 

prices for prescription medicines cannot be increased or passed on due to statutory pricing 

rules, rebate contracts, and price moratoria. Margins for generic medicines are already 

extremely low; the average daily therapy cost in Germany is only 0.06 EUR after rebate 

contracts (turnover, not profit). 

 

• The Commission does not address the main argument that UWWTD threatens the supply 

of medicines in Europe. Yet low margins combined with legally fixed price caps are the root 

cause of why the UWWTD poses an acute risk to the security of supply of generic 

medicines. 
 
 

We therefore urge you to raise the UWWTD at the informal meeting of health ministers and to 
jointly advocate towards the European Commission for a timely revision of the UWWTD. 

We remain at your disposal for any further questions. 

 

With the highest regards, 

 

   

Bork Bretthauer       Dorothee Brakmann 

Director General       Director General 

Pro Generika e.V.       Pharma Deutschland e.V. 

 

     

 

https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/kst-29477-918.html
https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/kst-29477-918.html
https://zoek.officielebekendmakingen.nl/kst-29477-918.html

